
Davidson Creek WPP Stakeholder Meeting 
February 19, 2025 

Meeting Notes 
 

Start 12:15 PM 

Welcome, thanks to John Grange for setting this up! 

TWRI Introduction 

Introduction to watershed, purpose of project, Overview of agenda 

Overview of Clean Water Act 

Overview of surface water quality management process & strategies, & WQ standards  

- Primary contact recreation supported by 2010 RUAA 
- Monitoring since 1998 conducted by several agencies, including BRA, USGS, TCEQ, and 

TWRI. 

Next steps include developing a watershed plan and then implementing the plan. 

- Overview of watershed – elevated bacteria is risk to human health, low DO is a risk to fish & 
aquatic life. 

- Review of bacteria data at monitoring stations – Since 2019, concentration is routinely 
roughly 4-times the standard of 126 MPN/100mL. One of the stations historically monitored 
by Brazos River Authority doesn’t have recent data – probably due to their rotating 
monitoring regime.  

Review of Watershed Protection Plans 

Q. Why are there no data from above the city?  

A. Time and resources are needed to establish a station and collect samples. TWRI has not 
found any historical data in the last 20 years.  

Q. Can samples be collected to find out more about the area above the city? 

A. Texas Stream Team can be funded, through a separate grant, to collect samples at new 
sites. That could be part of the WPP. 

Lucas: explanation of bacteria sampling: 

 Additional sampling can be done, but the results will only give a snapshot in time at a single 
place. Sampling doesn’t tell us what the sources are. The WPP process takes a slightly different 
approach in looking at longer term information. 

Q. How can we assume that the upper assessment unit is really unimpaired? Shouldn’t we be 
looking at upstream sources? 

 A. The approach of the watershed plan is to look at all of the watershed, not just the part 
designated as impaired. Bacteria exists everywhere in the watershed, although it does survive a 
relatively short time after entering the environment. The WPP uses a comprehensive approach to 
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address multiple potential sources that we can manage, knowing we can’t manage a lot of natural 
sources such as small animal wildlife.  

John: The county has been addressing feral hogs through grants. This plan could help prove the 
need to the County Judge and others for gaining additional funds to continue to address hogs.  

Lucas: WPPs can also provide evidence for addressing multiple sources, and make the case for 
applying for funding from other sources.  

With the data available, TWRI believes stakeholders can put together a good plan of action to 
address water quality. 

Q. Are there data for watersheds adjacent to Davidson Creek? 

 A. Yes, Middle Yegua is also impaired with bacteria. Brazos River is not impaired but 
physical processes of bacteria make it less likely for large rivers and lakes to maintain enough 
bacteria to be impaired.  

Q. It would be good to have additional sites in the upper watershed. 

 A. Lucas: we could look around for feasible additional sites where data could be collected. 
Road crossings are typical locations to collect samples.  

Q. how much does it cost to collect samples? 

 A. Bacteria sample holding times are a limitation.  If taking flow measurements, then it can 
take much longer.  Lucas: we may be able to do a few samples with the existing budget. One or two 
rounds could be enough to give an idea of what’s going on in that part of the watershed. Would need 
to get the TSSWCB permission to use existing grant funds for the additional sampling.  

Keep in mind that there’s no assumption that the upper part of the watershed is “not impaired” 
because there’s no data to classify it as impaired. 

Overview of the watershed planning process, who is a stakeholder, role of stakeholders. 

Q. What other sources are there besides animals and people, and how do you change the 
source? There are very few residences near the creek in upper watershed. But urban sprawl is 
growing in the northern part of the watershed. We need to balance the needs of landowners 
and ranchers in using and caring for fertile bottomland. 

 A. Sam: septic system repair programs can be used. 

 A. Lucas: Most common approach is to implement voluntary NRCS conservation plans or 
WQMPs to address agricultural sources. Practices such as alternative water sources to decrease 
cattle time in streams, keep cover on the ground so that rainfall runoff soaks in instead of running 
off, etc.  Not much you can do about wildlife. Other sources that can be managed are addressing 
failing septic systems.  

Ranchers are already doing many of the practices that would help water quality. 

Feral hogs: 
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Stakeholder: Feral hogs are everywhere now but didn’t used to be. Would like to see more data on 
bait methods before advocating use of it. Would like to see water quality measurements prior to 
hogs coming into the area. 

AT: There is some small amount of very old data but the methods were different and aren’t 
comparable to current methods.  

Rains that result in the creek getting out of its banks don’t happen as often as they used to – that 
would have diluted and flushed fecal matter downstream and out of the watershed.  

Hwy 36, 377, 310, 308, 327, 328, 32 could be potential places to sample upstream of Caldwell. 

Lucas: All of these concerns and questions can be highlighted in the plan. 

AT: Who else needs to be in these meetings? How do we let them know about the meetings? 

John: Will put the next meeting in the Extension newsletter.  A lot of people in the upper watershed 
are small, and often remote, landowners. 

John: 

Jody Tillery is the environmental officer and could help identify areas and septic issues. 

John Brown – retired from LJA Water Resources. Experience in water issues. Spoke at event at City 
Hall. 

Poultry operations near Chriesman, and a few others. On Hidden Valley Road. Michael Butler. Most 
are tied to Sanderson. They’ve already worked with the SWCD to put practices in place, by law. 

No dairies in watershed. 

Lucas: No one will tell anyone what to do, as part of this plan. TWRI’s goal is to make sure 
stakeholders are happy with the plan.  Both large and small landowners are important in the 
process. Please help spread the word to folks you know.  

John: Social media: Life in Caldwell FB page.  

John: can do a spot on KBTX TV 

Good times to meet? 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays are good. 

Tuesdays would be better to get the Judge here. 

John and Amanda will coordinate a day/time in April when facility is available. 

John can provide lunch. 

 

 

 


